                                                    ADDRESS BY
              THE PRESIDENT OF THE HELLENIC PARLIAMENT
  CONSTANTINE TASSOULAS AT THE EU SPEAKERS CONFERENCE

            Monday 10 May 2021 – Hellenic Parliament – online conference

We tend to say that modern democracy is representative; otherwise it wouldn’t be a democracy. The democratic regime is called upon today to keep up with the extended digitalisation of the public sphere, something that is both supportive and undermining. 
During the pandemic technology has become a substitute for physical meetings. We meet, convene, converse remotely, i.e. digitally. For many parliaments, such as the Greek one, the pandemic acted as a kind of digital accelerator for their infrastructure. This is the good news. 
The European Democracy Action Plan [COM (2020) 790], among other ambitious goals, seeks to counter disinformation, as it arises from the digital and online dimension of democracy. Disinformation that often leads to the paradox of remembering things that never actually happened! This is the bad news. On the other hand, the progress of technological systems and AI must be subject to value criteria. As has been said, for decades now we have been noticing, especially in Western societies, a tendency to become more lax. People avoid making an effort and carrying the weight of responsibility. A danger is looming of increasingly depending on and willingly submitting to computers. 
The only practical and non-theoretical response to this challenge is to strengthen the effectiveness of politics. The Conference on the Future of Europe, through the multilingual electronic platform, launches an unprecedented large-scale consultation with the European civil society on the future form of the European Union. A unique opportunity for the citizens of Europe to define our common future.  
More than goals and ideas, we need ways to implement them quickly, without red tape and effectively. There is no shortage of ideas, nor of decision-making mechanisms, there is a shortage of decisive mechanisms that turn approved ideas and decisions into action, i.e. a shortage of effectiveness. Proof of this are the latest Eurobarometer results published by the European Parliament. According to these, 81% of Europeans believe that one of the priorities of the Conference on the Future of Europe should be the way in which the EU could better address crises such as the pandemic in the future. In other words, there is a general demand to increase effectiveness! 
The issues of our time are well-known, especially the environmental ones. They need to be further highlighted. At the same time, as Parliaments we should suggest ways to rapidly turn our decisions into actions, at EU and national level. Let us strengthen not only our imagination, but also our executive power. After all, we are not artists, but politicians.
The only answer to disinformation is reality itself. Let us improve it faster, more decisively, more efficiently, with the modern digital tools that science has so generously offered as an ally. 
